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manihot, sweet potato, yautia, pumpkins and pumpkin-gourds, 
beans (Phaseolus vulgaris and P. lunatus), pecan, American plums, 
red-pepper, cinchona, quinoa, pineapple, Chilian strawberry and 
wild rice. 

Besides these, mention was made of certain important food 
plants of ancient America which were also in cultivation in pre- 
historic time in Polynesia and Asia. A general summary of the 
250 most important plants cultivated on a considerable scale in 
the fields, gardens, and orchards of the world shows that about 
50 originated in the new world through domestication by Indians. 
The story of Indian agriculture is the story of America's contribu- 
tion to the food, fiber and drug products that make for the welfare 
of mankind. 

Meeting adjourned. 

F. D. Fromme, 
Secretary pro tern. 

NEWS ITEMS 

At the recent meeting of the National Academy of Arts and 
Sciences held in Washington, D. C, Dr. Erwin F. Smith was 
elected a member. It is reported in the daily papers that Dr. 
Smith has declined a $10,000 position with the Rockefeller 
Institute for Medical Research to retain one at $4,000 a year 
with the Government, but there is no official confirmation of 
this matter. 

Dr. E. L. Morris has returned from Arizona where he has been 
collecting material for a museum exhibit illustrating desert 
vegetation. He has spent considerable time in the Tucson 
Mountains getting photographs and plaster models of cactuses 
and other xerophytic plants. 

Through the cooperation of the Bermuda Natural History 
Society and Harvard University, the Bermuda Biological Station 
for Research will be open this summer as usual for about six 
weeks, from the middle of June till August. Botanists or 
zoologists wishing to avail themselves of this opportunity should 
communicate with Dr. E. L. Mark, 109 Irving St., Cambridge, 
Mass. 
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The Wild Flower Preservation Society, in cooperation with 
the New York Botanical Garden are publishing in the Journal 
of the latter institution a series of colored plates illustrating 
native plants in need of protection. Several of these have al- 
ready appeared and more are to follow. They are being re- 
printed as pamphlets and these may be had for schools and by 
individuals by applying to Mrs. E. G. Britton who has charge of 
the enterprise. 

During the months of July and August the facilities of the 
Seed Laboratory of the Bureau of Plant Industry, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, Washington, D. C, will be available as far 
as space permits to any one who wishes to consult the seed 
collection and become familiar with the practical methods of 
seed testing for mechanical purity and germination. For further 
information address Mr. E. Brown, botanist in charge. 

The Rev. Leander Trowbridge Chamberlin, D.D., died at 
Pasadena, Cal., on Friday, May 7. He was the author of many 
books and for some years a member of the Torrey Club. At the 
initial publication of this journal he was much interested in its 
success and offered financial help to the undertaking. He 
resigned from the club a few years ago. 

Dr. Chas. S. Ridgway has resigned as assistant professor of 
botany at the Alabama Polytechnic Institute, to accept an 
appointment in the Bureau of Plant Industry at Washington. 



